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National Park Service & U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
Announce 

 A Naturalization Ceremony at Historic Chatham Manor 
June 6, 2015, 10 a.m.  

 
FREDERICKSBURG, VA —  At 10 a.m. on the morning of June 6, 2015, thirty-five candidates for 

U.S. citizenship, their friends, and supporters will gather for a special naturalization ceremony 

on the terraces at Chatham Manor.  The ceremony will take place on the front terraces of 

Chatham, overlooking the Rappahannock River, where thousands of slaves took their first steps 

toward citizenship by crossing the river to freedom within Union lines more than 150 years ago.  

The public is invited to attend.   

The ceremony will be preceded by a short program at 9:30 that will explore the passage of 

slaves into Stafford County in 1862, and the immense implications that crossing had for the 

concept and reality of being a citizen of the United States. 

Sarah Taylor, District Director of the Washington District, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 

Services will host the ceremony and administer the oath of citizenship.  Park Superintendent 

Lucy Lawliss will welcome attendees.  Park Historian John Hennessy will give a brief keynote 

address.   

Acclaimed soloist Jim Thomas will perform the National Anthem.  Lynda Baer, President of the 

Friends of Chatham and member of the Daughters of the American Revolution, will lead the 

Pledge of Allegiance.   
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After the ceremony, the Friends of Chatham and the Washington-Lewis Chapter of the National 

Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution will provide refreshments in the newly 

refurbished Chatham summer house.   

The June 6 naturalization ceremony is part of a much larger, weekend-long program of living 

history and special programs being held at Chatham June 6-7.  The grounds will be populated by 

Living Historians interpreting everything from medical care to burial to the work and life of 

civilians.   

Built in 1771, Chatham once visually dominated Fredericksburg from the Stafford County side of 

the Rappahannock River. It is the only private home in the nation to be visited by Washington 

and Lincoln, and during the Civil War was used as a field hospital and headquarters by the Union 

army.  Last year, the National Park Service undertook a scene restoration project that re-opened 

the vista between Chatham and Fredericksburg. The ceremony on June 6 will take advantage of 

that magnificent view.  
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EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA™ 
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 
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